
Will Replacing Plastic with Alternative 
Materials Reduce the Environmental 
Cost of Consumer Goods?

$139Billion

Business as Usual Plastic

$98 Billion

More Sustainable Plastic

$533Billion

Alternatives to Plastic

The cost of using alternative materials is approximately four times that of using plastic (in a 
business as usual scenario). We’re producing more and more consumer goods, so choosing the 

material that creates the least impact is important.

What is the environmental cost associated with the materials 
we use in consumer products and packaging?

The costs to society and the economy:

All dollar values are in USD
Source: Trucost Plastics and Sustainability: A Valuation of Environmental Benefits, Costs and Opportunities for Continuous Improvement

Climate change

Alternatives 
to Plastic

Business as 
Usual Plastic

$71
Billion

$183 
Billion

Damage to the oceans

$5 
Billion

$7
Billion

Alternatives 
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Business as 
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Damage to the health of humans and ecosystems

$343 
Billion

$63 
Billion

Alternatives 
to Plastic

Business as 
Usual Plastic


