
RECYCLED PLASTICS CAN BE MADE 
INTO NEW PRODUCTS, SUCH AS 
T-SHIRTS, FURNITURE, NEW 
BOTTLES AND BAGS, AND MORE

  TURNING
NON-RECYCLED

PLASTICS 
INTO ENERGY

RECYCLING
USED

PLASTICS

DIVERTING PLASTICS FROM LANDFILLS: A TWO-PRONGED APPROACH

Turbine

IN SOME WASTE-TO-ENERGY PLANTS, 
NON-RECYCLED MATERIALS ARE USED 
AS FUEL TO GENERATE ELECTRICITY. IN 
OTHER CONVERSION PLANTS, NON-
RECYCLED MATERIALS ARE USED TO 
GENERATE FUELS (E.G. DIESEL, OIL, 
ETC.) OR CHEMICAL MATERIALS  

MATERIALS THAT ARE 
RECYCLED IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY SHOULD BE 
PLACED INTO RECYCLING BINS 
FOR PICKUP 

PLASTIC 
MATERIALS THAT 
ARE NOT RECYCLED 
SHOULD BE PLACED IN 
CURBSIDE GARBAGE BINS FOR PICKUP

PLASTICS ARE TAKEN TO A 
MATERIALS RECOVERY 
FACILITY AND SEPARATED

PLASTICS ARE CLEANED, GROUND 
AND REPROCESSED INTO 
RECYCLED PELLETS

NON-RECYCLED MATERIALS 
ARE PICKED UP AND 
TRANSPORTED TO AN 
ENERGY RECOVERY FACILITY

 Waste-to-energy 
plants reduce the 
volume of material 
going to landfill 
by 90%

ELECTRICITY IS TRANSMIT-
TED THROUGH THE GRID TO 
POWER HOMES AND 
BUSINESSES 

Water

Scrubbers

ONCE DONE
WITH PLASTICS
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Emissions are 
subject to strict 
control standardsMaterials that are not 

recycled can be sent to 
an energy recovery facility


